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Youth as a subject of general interest has become 
the most popular social object. Political parties, 
public organizations, the student movements see a 
strategic resource for its socio-political development, 
advancement of their ideas in young people. The 
commercial sector is mainly focused in creating their 
business projects for young people, starting in the 
course of modern information technologies (TV and 
Internet promotion), through which are formed and 
programmed specific customer behaviors and values. 

The youth has always been and will be the object 
of attention from all social institutions of society in 
any country, in any state. Always observed a certain 
ambivalence in relation to it: what to expect from it 
and what it can give? And before you make attempts 
to carry out any analysis to make hypotheses, you 
need to decide what really represents the youth and is 
there a difference in scientific approach.

Today there is no unified definition of identification 
characteristics of the youth. In the domestic sociological 

science age limit of young people identified 14 (16) 
-25(29) years, while legislated additional frame is of 
14-30 years. At the same time, some individual youth 
groups extended the upper age limit to 35 years (e.g., 
young researchers).

One of the first definitions of the concept "youth" was 
presented in 1968 V. T. Lisovsky: "Youth is a generation 
of people passing the stage of socialization, assimilate, 
and in adulthood already mastered, educational, 
professional, cultural and other social functions; 
depending on the specific historical conditions of the 
age criteria of the youth range from 16 to 30 years." A 
little later I. S. Kon gave a more complete definition: 
"Youth is a socio-demographic group, allocated on the 
basis of the aggregate of age characteristics, specifics 
of social situation and due to the fact and other social 
and psychological properties. 

Youth as a particular phase, stage of the life 
cycle is biologically universal, but its specific age 
limits associated with her social status and socially-

psychological features of 
socio-historical nature 
and depend on the 
social system, culture 
and characteristic of a 
given society patterns 
of socialization" 

Youth is a construct 
that is generated in 
social, scientific and 
political consciousness. 
And consequently, 
substantive discourse 
regarding the content of 
this social phenomenon 
are complex.

The youth as a subject of universal interest has 
become the most popular social object. Political 
parties, public organizations of the student movement 
see a strategic resource for their socio-political 
development, distribution of their ideas in young 
people. The commercial sector makes the main focus 
in creating their business projects for young people, 
in launching the progress of modern information 
technology (television and Internet-stock), by means 
of which certain consumer models of behavior and 

values are formed and programmed.
The youth has always been and will be the object 

of  attention of all social institutions of society in any 
country, in any state. Always some ambivalence in 
relation to it traced: what you can expect and what it 
can give? Before making attempts to carry out some 
analysis, to make hypothesis, you need to decide 
what really the youth is and if there is a difference in 
scientific approaches.

The youth of Europe and Russia: 
common and distinctive socio-historical background
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In domestic sociology the interest in the «youth 
question» arose at the turn of the 19th and 20th 
centuries due to the development of capitalist 
relations, the crisis of traditional family socialization 
and development of mass vocational education. 
When talking about the need to release young people 
from the influence of the family and allocate them as 
the object of socialization of the state. 

P. Sorokin in «the Crisis of the modern family» 
in 1916 , describing the process of disintegration of 
traditional family ties, as a separate aspect highlighted 
the problem of the disruption of traditional relations 
between parents and children within the family and 
the transmission of educational and care functions 
in relation to the younger generation in the hands 
of the state. P. Sorokin wrote that the care and 
education ceased to be exclusively the prerogative of 
the family. A wide network of children’s educational 
institutions, educational institutions, and similar 
means essentially that not only the function of the 
first teacher and «sculptor» is taken away from the 
family, but even the time spent by a child in the 
family is drastically reduced. Replacement of family 
education and training a professional has, in the 
opinion of Pitirim Sorokin, a positive side, as should 
lead to the strengthening of the degree of «socialized» 
young generation, drenching his public motives and 
interests, greater enlightenment. In the 20-ies of XX 
century interest in young people has been occurring 
from the Soviet party organizations and was applied 

in nature. 
In the works of the XX-th century, much attention 

was paid to issues of labor and education of youth. 
Interest in labour activity of young people had a 
pragmatic need to resolve the technical backwardness 
of production, improve the work culture, which is 
inherited from the tsarist regime and destructive 
wars. 

The youth also accounted for a significant share 
of the workforce: one in five were aged from 14 to 
22 years, the bulk (28 million ) was in the village 
and only 4 million in the city. As a consequence, a 
large number of generalized and specific works were 
published devoted to the  youth employment.

In the mid 30-ies the first generation of youth 
stepped into adult life, those,  who grew up in Soviet 
conditions. This was due to another surge of interest 
to this social group.

In 60-ies a massive study of social problems of 
youth was carried out in Moscow (Osipov, V. Grushin, 
F. Filippov), Leningrad (V. Polozov, V. Lisowski, A. 
Zdravomyslov, V. Yadov, S. Ikonnikova, I. Kon, S. 
Hunger, V. Wodzinska), Sverdlovsk (M. Rutkevich, 
L. Kogan, V. Mordkovich), Tallinn (M. Titma, E. 
Saar), Kiev (V. Paniotto, N. Soboleva), Novosibirsk 
(V. Shubkin, U. Ustinov, G. Cherednichenko), and 
other cities. The center of attention of scientists 
was the study of the role and place of youth in the 
modern world, the analysis of interests and needs, 
value orientations and social expectations of 
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different categories of the young generation in the 
areas of employment, study and leisure. 

In the Western European scientific community 
the youth debate was very diverse. 

English scientist Simon Fries proposed a different 
approach to the selection of young people, namely: 
consideration of the social context of the state of 
youth as the transition from childhood to adulthood. 
In his view, the main areas of change from childhood 
to adulthood are: the transition from dependence 
to independence and from irresponsibility to 
responsibility.

K. Griffin, exploring especially the impact of 
scientific theories of youth on youth policy in the 
UK and the USA, concludes that in modern practice 
youth work is still dominated by psychological 
theories of youth, created in the late nineteenth 
century. 

The discovery of the phenomenon of adolescence 
is attributed to the American psychologist G. Hall, 
who published in 1905 a book “Youth”.

He determined “adolescence” as the special period 
— the period of second birth, which occurs with the 
onset of puberty and which is accompanied by the 
spiritual rebuilding of a young person. The sources 
of this restructuring are associated with sexual 
maturation —awakening sexual desire and the 
transition to normal adult genital heterosexuality. 

 In his works, Hall argued that the development 
of the individual repeats the development of society, 
both processes are the evolution from a state of 
primitive savagery to civilized maturity. Hall first 
described adolescence as a period of “storm and 
stress”. This metaphor has retained its influence and 
was reproduced by many researchers of youth almost 
to the end of the 70-ies of XX century 

An important place in the context of psychological 
theories of youth is psychoanalysis and especially 
the work of E. Erickson. According to Erickson, 
adolescence is a period of “psychosocial needs 
through free role experimentation man looking for 
his place in any sector of society, their own niche, 
intended only for him”. An important element of his 
theory is that he sees in adolescence the formation 
of new identities through the system of life plans, 
goals, conscious relationship to the world. Modern 
continuation of the theories of Erickson can be 
considered the psychological concept of youth, 
which was developed by American Professor Dzh. 
Arnet, whose concept was considered youth as a 
group of 18-25 year olds. In his opinion, this is the 
age when young people define themselves about 

their future lives.
Another direction in the development of the 

youth sector of social thought is associated with 
the theory of generations. Generation is considered 
as the totality of those who are born in a specific 
historical moment with similar stage of social and 
biological development. As a result, they have similar 
social experiences. War or other historical disasters 
— an experience that could bind a generation 
together. On the experience of a generation can be 
affected by other significant factors. The economy is 
periods of stagnation, recession and recovery, in the 
ideology — promoted by top samples Association 
and resilience, for example — «generation of 
builders of communism» and «sixties», in culture 
is the predominant style, for example, «generation 
of Russian silver age», etc. Different historical 
experiences significantly influences the formation of 
expectations on how should a «normal» society to 
live and work, they should aspire to, something to 
believe in, to rely on.

History of the study of youth cultures of the XX 
century knows several youth-generational labels: 
«lost» generation — “after war”, «baby-boomers» 
in the United States in 50-ies; «generation X» — a 
strange young people.

Different historical and cultural experiences of the 
generations who have grown up in different historical 
conditions can lead to conflicts — the «gaps between 
generations». 

European events of 60-ies of XX century became a 
special stage in the development of youth sociology, 
which received in history the name of “youth 
revolutions”. 

The intervening was seen in the contradiction 
between the family and society. There is a deep abyss 
between the intimacy of the small group (family) 
and the specific relations of the macrostructure (the 
company). Leaving the family union, the teenager 
must adapt to an anonymous society, but to do it in a 
modern industrial society is much more complicated 
than in patriarchal. Thus, the social problems of 
youth are derived from the contradictions between 
micro - and macrostructures of a society.

 F. Tenbruck determines the same theory about 
the youth. Youth, in  his understanding, is the 
intermediate stage, transition, preparation for the 
performance of roles of adults, introduction to the 
culture. 

The reason for the appearance of the phenomenon 
of youth — widening gap between groups, families 
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and communities by place of residence, on the 
one hand, and society on the other. The task of 
schools, families, youth organizations, vocational 
training and other public organizations is primarily 
to provide and regulate transportation of youth in 
society and culture. 

The United Nations in the development of 
statistics defines youth as the group of people 
aged 15 to 24 years. And, of course, youth is the 
object of national-state interests, a key strategic 
resource, capable of reproducing the material 
and intellectual resources. In November 2001 the 
European Commission adopted the White paper «a 
New impetus for European youth», which contains 
the main priorities of youth policy development in 
Europe in the short term (education, employment, 
well-being and European values). It is necessary to 
note the principal objectives of the White paper: 
applying the open method of coordination in youth 
policy and mainstreaming youth agenda in the 
development of other policies directly relevant to 
young people. 

In March 2005 the European Council adopted the 
European youth Pact aimed at improving the quality 
of education and training, improving opportunities 
for mobility, employment and social inclusion of 
young Europeans.

In 2007, a Communiqué was issued by the European 
Commission «Support to the full participation of 
young people in education employment and society» 
which calls for better support and funding of young 
people to improve education, promote academic and 
scientific mobility, employment.

Finally, in 2009 approved a Strategy for youth 
policy «Youth – investing and empowerment» for 
the period 2010-2018, the main purpose of which is 
to create more opportunities for youth in education 
and employment. The strategy acknowledges that 
youth are a valuable resource, however, and the most 
vulnerable group in society, especially in times of 
economic and financial crises.

Note, that in Europe special attention is paid to 
the development of quality of informal education, 
which makes a huge contribution to the strategy of 
«learning throughout life» (Lifelong Learning) in 
Europe. 

Informal education concerns learning that takes 
place outside the formal education system and gives 
you the opportunity to obtain important skills, 
experience personal growth, creates preconditions 
for social integration and active citizenship, and thus 
improves the employability of young people.

In General, the youth of Europe and Russia are 
similar in many typical for this socio-demographic 
group sentiment: 

-innovative activities - more than half of Russian 
respondents (53%) believed that it is important for 
them to come up with new and do everything in an 
original way. Russia on this indicator took only 20th 
place among 28 countries, last place went to France 
(42%);

-personal enrichment – material well-being ranks 
high in the value system of young people. Russia 
took fourth place, scoring the same number of points 
with Israel (47%);

-ambition, understood as orientation to success 
and career. According to this indicator Russia took 
11th place out of 28 (54%). The first place belongs to 
Israel (to 79%);

-citizenship and the security of the state. 
Encouraged by the fact that on this indicator Russia 
in contrast to the majority of European countries 
have taken the lead in 10th place out of 28;

-tolerance of youth in society – according to this 
indicator, unfortunately, our young people took 
22nd place out of 28 (France was in the middle of 
the list and is ranked 14th), which certainly indicates 
the existing problems in inter-ethnic relations in 
Russian society.

Youth is the main engine of social and economic 
development. This is the most promising but 
also most demanding consumer group. Studies 
conducted in the field of E-Commerce, point to 
the Internet as the main source of information on 
financial products (data in the age group 18-24 years 
to 54% in the group 25-34 years of age to 51%). 

The same is observed in traditional media: in the 
case of television – 38% and 33% in the age group 
18-24 and 25-34 years, Newspapers and radio for 
15% and 14% in both age groups, respectively. 

Youth as a social group lies in the fact that young 
people are the most active and dynamic part of 
society. They are not as prone to prejudices and 
stereotypes of the past, as well as the most teachable 
and mobile. The main social characteristics of the 
youth:

-transitivity situation (that is, young people are in 
the process of formation of his social status).

-high mobility (the ability to engage in various 
activities in different spheres of society).

-the development of new social roles (derived 
from transition provisions, changes in social status).

-active search for his place in society.
-perspectives in career and professional terms.
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Young people and Businesses

Currently, all can be traced more clearly visible, 
due to the relationship between business start-UPS 
in America, Europe and Russia. Despite present 
differences in mentality, as well as current economic 
constraints, between the economies of different 
countries, the observed relationship between the 
appearance of new profitable business projects in 
different countries. Of course, most new ideas appear 
in the United States, then moved to Europe and, most 
likely, after a while gets to Russia. After all, new start-
UPS is not that other, as a result of manifestation 
of a new demand among the population. And the 
consumers of our country are not very different 
from the West.

And if in 2014 in Europe microbreweries, 
personal fitness trainers, freelancing, «ideas about 
clean energy», the creation of mobile apps, the idea 
of a healthy lifestyle (delivery components of a 
healthy lunch) and surveillance of someone began 
popular again, all these ideas which came from 
overseas, become very popular in Russia. Instagram 
is crowded with accounts of the «personal trainers» 

ready to paint you a personalized exercise program 
and nutrition with the ability to advise and «lead» 
you in the mode of «on-line». Russian athletes 
become the face of companies that produce sports 
supplements and delivering Lunches in packs. 

Youth is the target audience, which can sell 
everything. With only one caveat: it must be 
fashionable. Will fashion will disappear and a 
tendency to consumption. 

Young people and unemployment

The unemployment rate among young people 
is on the rise after several years improvement, and 
is expected to reach 13.1% in 2016 (from 12.9% in 
2015) and is not reduced in 2017. It is very close 
to its historical maximum in 2013 (13.2 percent). 
As a result, after a decrease of about 3 million 
in the period from 2012 to 2015, the number of 
unemployed young people worldwide in 2016 will 
increase by half, to reach 71 million, and will remain 
at this level in 2017.

Trends of youth unemployment in most post-
Soviet countries similar to the global. In 2016, the 
unemployment rate among young people in this 
group of States will vary in the range of 13-20%. 
However, in Armenia and Georgia this figure will 
reach 35 %, and in Ukraine – 28 %. Ukrainian figure 
– an absolute record for the entire twenty-five year 
history of this country.

The high level of youth unemployment is another 
problem that affects the entire European region. In 
Russia it is associated in particular with the mismatch 
between educational attainment to labour market 

needs. Authorities are trying to balance 
the situation through the organization 
of additional vocational training of 
young people and other measures. 

Another important and very 
worrying trend is the proliferation of 
so – called «working poor» among 
young people. They continue to work 
and remain in the category of the poor. 
156 million young people in the world 
is 37.7% of working youth are living in 
extreme poverty (i.e. on less than $1,90 
per capita per day) or moderate poverty 
(i.e., between $1,90 and $3.10). Among 
adult workers, the figure is 26%.

At the same time, in developed 
countries, young workers are more at 
risk of relative poverty (i.e. living on 
less than 60% of median income). For 

example, in 2014 in the EU-28 in the category at risk 
of poverty the share of youth in total employment 
was 12.9%, compared with 9.6% among working 
adults, i.e. aged 25-54 years. In addition to low wages, 
young people often work in the informal sector, 
part-time or temporary work. For example, in 2014 
in the eu28, the share of youth working part-time 
or temporary positions accounted for approximately 
29% and 37%, respectively.
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Youth and migration  

Millions of young people worldwide are unable to 
find work or paid for their labor and meager wages. 
Many of them are dreaming to go abroad in search 
of work.

In 2015 the world’s proportion of young people 
aged 15 to 20 years are ready to permanently move 
to another country was 20%. There are regions 
where this figure reaches 38%. Labour migration is 
sometimes a positive thing, but not always, labour 
migration is a voluntary 
and conscious decision 
to improve their 
economic conditions. 
Young people leave 
their countries not 
only for reasons of 
extreme situations 
(such as armed conflict, 
natural disasters, etc.). 
There are quite other 
reasons, including rising 
unemployment, a risk 
of falling into poverty, 
lack of opportunity for 
decent employment. In 
African countries South 

of the Sahara, Latin America, Arab countries, a large 
proportion of young people would prefer to stay if 
their country had the opportunity for decent work 
and employment.

Faced with the prospect of unemployment and/
or unworthy the jobs, young people tend to seek 
employment abroad for better education and 
employment. In 2015, almost 51 million international 
migrants were aged 15 to 29 years, more than half of 
which lived in developed countries. In addition, in 
2015, 20% of the world’s young population was ready 
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to move permanently to another country. 
At the regional level, the willingness to migrate 

among young people is the highest (38% in 2015) 
in the countries of Africa South of the Sahara and in 
Latin America and the Caribbean. In second place 
- Eastern European countries, where ready to leave 
the home 37%. The percentage of young people who 
want to move remains at a high level, about 35%, 
in North Africa and in the Arab States, where the 
rate rose from 21% in 2009 to 28% in 2015. The 
lowest average propensities to move to South Asia 
and North America, where only 17% and 15% of 
young people respectively are prepared to leave their 
country (data for North America are in 2014). In each 
region, and especially in Africa South of the Sahara 
and in Northern, southern and Western Europe, 
differences between countries remain significant. 
Young people in poor countries generally show the 
highest propensity to migrate.

And, of course, we cannot ignore the global 
problem of Russian and European society - the 

problem of human capital reproduction.
This problem is, first of all:
-change of system of values and social norms of 

marriage and family (youth postponing marriage 
after 30 years, couples do not want to have children);

-with the increase of non-legal marriage married 
people (in the European States, the share of such 
forms of family unions is quite high and ranges from 
10 to 30%);

-changing relationships between generations, the 
loss of family traditions;

-propaganda of same-sex marriage, received an 
official status in several European countries.

However, to blame the youth of today in the 
«unwillingness» to have children is wrong. It is 
necessary to conduct purposeful state policy related 
to long-term investment in young people, to promote 
independent research and to strengthen its identity, 
facilitate intercultural communication with peers 
from other countries through strengthening the role 
of academic and cultural mobility.
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